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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to study (1) social and economic factors of community
enterprise members in Mueang Sukhothai District of Sukhothai Province; (2) problems and suggestions
on their operational participation. (3) their operational participation in the community enterprises;
(4) factors relating to their operational participation; and The population in this study was 737
community enterprise members in Mueang Sukhothai District of Sukhothai Province. 160 samples
were selected by using simple random sampling methodology consisting of 59 members in good
grade groups, 80 members in medium grade groups, and 21 members in improving grade groups, plus 55
presidents of the community enterprises the members of which were selected to be a sample in this
study in order to evaluate their members’ operational participation. The data were collected by
interviewing the studied members. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer
programs were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value, mean, standard deviation,
and multiple regression analysis. The findings of this study were as follows: (1) most of the studied
members were female. Their average age was 54 years. Most of them were educated at upper
primary level. They were a member of a community enterprise mostly 6-10 years, and they were
mostly a member of a village fund group. Most of them had no social position. They had received
agricultural information from agricultural extensionists in their community, the president and the
committee of the community enterprise in which they were a member. Most of them used to
participate in meetings, training, seminars, and field studies on community enterprise operation in the
aspect of goods production and selling services. The main occupation of most of them was a farmer.
Their average income deriving from being a community enterprise member was 39,077.70 baht/year.
They mostly had debts from taking out loans from their village fund group and the Bank for
Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. The average number of their household labor was 1.82
persons. (2) They faced problems with their participation in the operation of their enterprise at the
highest level in 3 aspects, these were group development planning, group operation, and benefit
gaining, while their problems at high level was following up and evaluating the operation. (3) the level
of their operational participation at the highest level was their participation in the benefit gaining,
while their participation at high level was their participation in group development planning, sroup
operation, and following up and evaluating the operation. And (4) their income deriving from being a
community enterprise member which was an economic factor positively related to their participation
at 0.01 statistical significance, while their age which was a social factor negatively related to their
participation at 0.05 statistical significance.

Keywords: Participation, Community Enterprise, Sukhothai Province
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